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Subpart A—General

§ 285.1 Purpose and scope.
(a) The Atlantic Tunas Convention

Act of 1975 (16 U.S.C. 971–971h) author-
izes the Secretary to implement the
recommendations of the International
Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). The Sec-
retary’s authority under the Act has
been delegated to the Assistant Admin-
istrator.

(b) This part implements the ICCAT
recommendations for persons and ves-
sels subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States.

(c) This part does not apply to any
person or vessel authorized by the
Commission, or in writing by the Di-
rector, or any state upon written au-
thorization by the Director, to engage
in fishing for research purposes.

(d) Under section 9(d) of the Act,
determinations made by the Assistant
Administrator that the provisions of
this part apply within the territorial
sea of the United States adjacent to,
and within the boundaries of, the
States of Texas, Louisiana, Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina,
North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland,
Delaware, New Jersey, New York,
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New
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50 CFR Ch. II (10–1–97 Edition)§ 285.2

Hampshire, and the Commonwealths of
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands,
and, with the exceptions of §§ 285.22 (c)
and (d), 285.23 (a) and (b) and 285.25
within the territorial sea of the United
States adjacent to, and within the
boundaries of, the State of Maine, con-
tinue in effect.

[50 FR 43398, Oct. 25, 1985, as amended at 60
FR 38511, July 27, 1995]

§ 285.2 Definitions.
The terms used in this part have the

following meanings (definitions in the
Act are repeated here to aid under-
standing of the rules):

Act means the Atlantic Tunas Con-
vention Act of 1975, 16 U.S.C. 971–971h.

Aircraft means any contrivance used
for flight in air.

Albacore means the fish species
Thunnus alalunga.

Angling means fishing for or catching
of, or the attempted fishing for or
catching of, fish by any person (angler)
with a hook attached to a line which is
hand held or by rod and reel made for
this purpose.

Assistant Administrator means the As-
sistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, Department of Com-
merce, or an individual to whom appro-
priate authority has been delegated.

Atlantic bluefin tuna means the sub-
species of bluefin tuna Thunnus
thynnus thynnus that is found in the
Atlantic Ocean. Size classes for Atlan-
tic bluefin tuna are defined in § 285.26.

Atlantic bonito means the fish species
Sarda chiliensis or Sarda sarda.

Authorized officer means:
(1) Any commissioned, warrant, or

petty officer of the U.S. Coast Guard;
or any U.S. Coast Guard personnel ac-
companying and acting under the di-
rection of a commissioned, warrant, or
petty officer of the U.S. Coast Guard;

(2) Any special agent or fisheries en-
forcement officer of NMFS; or

(3) Any person designated by the
head of any Federal or state agency
that has entered into an agreement
with the Secretary or the Commandant
of the U.S. Coast Guard to enforce the
provisions of the Magnuson Act.

Bandit gear means vertical hook-and-
line gear with rods attached to a ves-
sel, with no more than two hooks per

line and with line retrieved by manual,
electric, or hydraulic reels.

Bigeye tuna means the fish species
Thunnus obesus.

Bluefin tuna means the fish species
Thunnus thynnus that is found in any
ocean area.

Buy-boat means any vessel or other
means of conveyance used by a dealer
in purchasing or receiving Atlantic
bluefin tuna from any person or fishing
vessel engaged in fishing for any tuna.

Cargo vessel means any fishing vessel
used for transporting fish or fish prod-
ucts.

Charter boat means a vessel less than
100 gross tons (90.8 metric tons) that
meets the requirements of the Coast
Guard to carry six or fewer passengers
for hire and that carries a passenger
for hire at any time during the cal-
endar year.

Commercial activity means any activ-
ity, other than fishing, of industry,
trade, or commerce, including but not
limited to the buying or selling of a
regulated species and activities con-
ducted for the purpose of facilitating
such buying and selling.

Commercial fishing means fishing for
purposes including sale or barter of any
or all of the fish harvested.

Commission means the International
Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas established under Arti-
cle III of the Convention.

Convention means the International
Convention for the Conservation of At-
lantic Tunas, signed at Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, on May 14, 1966, 20 U.S.T. 2887,
TIAS 6767, including any amendments
or protocols thereto, which are binding
upon the United States.

Curved fork length means a measure-
ment of the length of Atlantic tuna
taken in a line tracing the contour of
the body from the tip of the upper jaw
to the fork of the tail, which abuts the
ventral side of the pectoral fin and the
ventral side of the caudal keel.

Dealer means any person who engages
in a commercial activity with respect
to a regulated species or parts thereof.

Director means the Director of the Of-
fice of Fisheries Conservation and
Management, 1335 East-West Highway,
Silver Spring, MD 20910.

Downrigger means a rod attached to a
vessel and with a weight on a cable
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